
Psalm 122:7

May there be peace 
ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǿŀƭƭǎΧ





Types of Crime Occurring in Houses of Faith and on their Property 
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Sometimes it may be hard to imagine houses of worship as 
targets for crime, but in reality, they may pose more of an 
opportunity for crime than other facilities in our society. Those 
who commit criminal acts look for and take advantage of 
ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŎǘƛƳ ƛǎ ŀ ƘƻǳǎŜ 
of worship.

Houses of worship are not perceived as a  serious crime risk; 
therefore, they typically have low (minimal) security that is 
inadequate.

¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ŀ άǎƻŦǘ ǘŀǊƎŜǘέ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
public and often times inviting, causing them to be more 
vulnerable to these senseless acts of violence.

SOFT TARGET



TheDeadly Force Incident (DFI) studyis a comprehensive look at the 
violent acts with deadly force potential affecting faith-based 
ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎΦ ό!ƴ ŀŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ άŘŜŀŘƭȅ ŦƻǊŎŜ 
ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭέ ƛǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŀǘǘŀŎƪ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛŘΣ ƻǊ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜΣ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ŘŜŀǘƘΦύ

From January 1, 1999 through December 31, 2017, there have been no 
fewer than 1,705 such violent incidents with deadly force potential. Of 
those, 478 were murders, leaving a total of 617 murdered victims over 
the course of the 19-year study.

The most violent years prior to 2017 (as measured by total violent 
deaths) were 2015 (77 deaths), 2012 (76 deaths), and 2014 (74 deaths). 
Without the inclusion of Sutherland Springs, 2017 had an astounding 92 
violent deaths (118 including Sutherland Springs).

http://nebula.wsimg.com/ed8cc29d82edaf5921026164e3840b9e?AccessKeyId=16B07A2D0672906279DB&disposition=0&alloworigin=1


Carl Chinn



16th Street Baptist Church bombing

Sunday, September 15, 1963



16 ï79 years of age 

32 ï65 years of age



2011
107Deadly force incidents

52deaths

2010
102Deadly Force Incidents

51deaths

2016
246Deadly force incidents

65deaths

2014
176Deadly force incidents

74deaths

2012
139Deadly force incidents

76deaths

2013
132Deadly force incidents

45deaths

2015
248Deadly force incidents

77deaths

2017
261Deadly force incidents

118deaths

Total deadly force incident stats by year



HOW TO RESPOND
WHEN AN ACTIVE SHOOTER IS IN YOUR VICINITY 

QUICKLY DETERMINE THE MOST REASONABLE WAY TO PROTECT YOUR 
OWN LIFE. CUSTOMERS AND CLIENTS ARE LIKELY TO FOLLOW THE LEAD 
OF EMPLOYEES, LEADERS, AND MANAGERS DURING AN ACTIVE 
SHOOTER SITUATION. 

First Option: RUN

Second Option: HIDE

Third Option: FIGHT



HOW TO RESPOND
WHEN AN ACTIVE SHOOTER IS IN YOUR VICINITY 

RUN

ω IŀǾŜ ŀƴ ŜǎŎŀǇŜ ǊƻǳǘŜ ŀƴŘ Ǉƭŀƴ ƛƴ ƳƛƴŘ

ω [ŜŀǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ōŜƭƻƴƎƛƴƎǎ ōŜƘƛƴŘ 

ω YŜŜǇ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŀƴŘǎ ǾƛǎƛōƭŜ 



HOW TO RESPOND
WHEN AN ACTIVE SHOOTER IS IN YOUR VICINITY 

HIDE
ω IƛŘŜ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŀǊŜŀ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ǎƘƻƻǘŜǊΩǎ   

view. 

ω .ƭƻŎƪ ŜƴǘǊȅ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ƘƛŘƛƴƎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƭƻŎƪ ǘƘŜ 
doors

ω wŜƳŀƛƴ ƘƛŘŘŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǉǳƛŜǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ  
determine that it is safe to come out or you 
hear the police say it is safe.



HOW TO RESPOND
WHEN AN ACTIVE SHOOTER IS IN YOUR VICINITY 

FIGHT
ω !ǎ ŀ ƭŀǎǘ ǊŜǎƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ƻƴƭȅ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜ ƛǎ ƛƴ  

imminent danger. 

ω !ǘǘŜƳǇǘ ǘƻ ƛƴŎŀǇŀŎƛǘŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ǎƘƻƻǘŜǊ 

ω !Ŏǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ŀƎƎǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊƻǿ ƛǘŜƳǎ  
at the active shooter

CALL 911 WHEN IT IS SAFE TO DO SO





HOW TO RESPOND
WHEN LAW ENFORCEMENT ARRIVES ON THE SCENE 

ω wŜƳŀƛƴ ŎŀƭƳ ŀƴŘ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊǎΩ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴǎ

ω LƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ǊŀƛǎŜ ƘŀƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǇǊŜŀŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŦƛƴƎŜǊǎ 

ω YŜŜǇ ƘŀƴŘǎ ǾƛǎƛōƭŜ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƛƳŜǎ 

ω !ǾƻƛŘ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǉǳƛŎƪ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
hold on to them for safety 

ω !ǾƻƛŘ ǇƻƛƴǘƛƴƎΣ ǎŎǊŜŀƳƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘκƻǊ ȅŜƭƭƛƴƎ 

ω 5ƻ ƴƻǘ ǎǘƻǇ ǘƻ ŀǎƪ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ƘŜƭǇ ƻǊ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƘŜƴ ŜǾŀŎǳŀǘƛƴƎΣ Ƨǳǎǘ 
proceed in the direction from which officers are entering the premises



INFORMATION YOU SHOULD PROVIDE 
TO LAW ENFORCEMENT OR 911 OPERATOR

ω [ƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŎǘƛƳǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ǎƘƻƻǘŜǊ 

ω bǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǎƘƻƻǘŜǊǎΣ ƛŦ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƻƴŜ 

ω tƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǎƘƻƻǘŜǊκǎ 

ω bǳƳōŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ ǿŜŀǇƻƴǎ ƘŜƭŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻƻǘŜǊκǎ 

ω bǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǾƛŎǘƛƳǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ



https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/publications/active-shooter-poster-2017-508.pdf



https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/publications/isc-planning-response-active-shooter-guide-non-fouo-nov-
2015-508.pdf



https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/publications/active-shooter-emergency-action-plan-template-112017-
508.pdf








